YAMEN, PAST AND  PRESENT             \p
During the delirium of his last hours the Prophet said that all nonlMoslems were to be banished from Arabia. It is doubtful whether he really recovered consciousness or had a lucid interval from Thursday, when he collapsed in his harem, to Monday, when he died. Ayesha, his most influential wife, said not; though her evidence was no doubt biassed by the fact that Mohamed proclaimed AH as his successor during those last hours, and AH had incurred Ayesha's lasting hate for his attitude when she once strayed behind the Prophet's caravan and was found and brought into camp by a good-looking stranger.
Ali's immediate succession was set aside, but the decree concerning Moslems was afterwards used as a weapon against Christians. There was no question of expelling the Jews ; they had too great an economic value as craftsmen and financiers even at that early date, but all traces of Christianity disappeared from Nejran after the time of Bishop Khos in the seventh century A.D., though we read of a bishop of Yamen in the eighth century and of a Christian priest as late as the tenth century.
Yamen was then ruled by governors appointed by the early Khalifs, and rose in arms to support Moawiya, one of these governors, against the rule of AH, the fourth Khalif. She remained faithful to the Ommeiyad dynasty, and passed to the Abbaside Khalifs together with the other states of Arabia.
Yamen was rent by the Karmation heresy in A.D. 905, when Mansur and AH bin-Fadl seized the reins of Government. The latter was assassinated by means of a poisoned lancet, after a reign of the wildest excesses at Sanaa, and Mansur died a year later, leaving a son,